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Medical News: Department of Ophthalmology
opens comprehensive Refractive Surgery Center

Art: Pilobolus Too dance company
to perform at Edison Theatre March 1-3

Washington People: Ralph J. Damiano
pioneers robotically assisted heart surgery
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Friend or foe?
Aggressiveness in primates rare;
most social behavior affiliated
this is a very narrow and unsophisticated view of evolutionary
theory."
Is it human nature to be
In fact, Sussman says he and his
competitive? Aggressive?
colleagues are bucking a trend.
Violent? Popular and scientific
"We found in almost all species
literature says yes. A University
across the board, from diurnal
anthropologist who studies
primate behavior says no.
lemurs — the most primitive
Robert W. Sussman, Ph.D.,
primates — to apes, that less than
10 percent of their day and usually
professor of anthropology in Arts
& Sciences, and a colleague found
less than 5 percent of their day is
spent in any active social behavior
that affiliated behavior — or
whatsoever," Sussman said. Social
friendly behavior like grooming
and playing — is probably a
behavior, unlike everyday maintenance behavior like feeding and
hundred times more frequent
traveling, can be any kind of
than aggressive behavior in
interaction such as touching,
primates, and that aggressive
fighting or grooming,
behavior constitutes less
Sussman explained.
than 1 percent of
"Then we looked at
primates' activities.
Sussman and Paul A.
the aggressive behavior of
primates and found that
Garber, Ph.D., a former
usually less than 1 pergraduate student of
cent of their day is spent
Sussman's who is now
fighting or competing,
chair and professor of
anthropology at the
and it's usually much less
than 1 percent.
University of Illinois at
"Basically, what
Urbana-Champaign,
did a survey of the
Sussman: Studies animals do is they
interact in a general,
literature and followed
primate behavior
coordinated way. There is
that up with real-life
not a lot of social behavior but
observations. They had two
most of the social behavior is
questions: How much time do
affiliated, and we find that
primates in general spend in
social behavior, and how much of
aggressive behavior is extremely
this social behavior is spent in
rare, even in baboons, thought to
be among the most aggressive
aggressive interaction?
primates."
"The basic premise right now
Sussman and Garber presented
about animals that live in groups
their results Feb. 15 during the
— including humans — is that
symposium "Rethinking the Role
they are constantly competing for
of Affiliation and Aggression in
resources," said Sussman, who is
Primate Groups" at the annual
immediate past editor of The
meeting of the American AssociaAmerican Anthropologist. "It's a
tion for the Advancement of
simplistic view of Darwinian
Science (AAAS).
survival of the fittest, but many
This symposium was part of a
scientists have taken it on. They
series of research conferences
state that almost all behavior is
exploring the biological roots of
related to how animals strategize
human nature from a
to compete with one another so
multidisciplinary perspective.
that they can gain more resources
and reproduce more. We think
See Primates, Page 6
BY SUSAN KILLENBERG MCGINN

Conflicts Of interest examined Above, Joel Seligman, J.D. (left),
dean of the School of Law and the Ethan A.H. Shepley University
Professor, speaks with Bevis Longstreth (center), of counsel at
Debevoise & Plimpton and former commissioner of the U.S. Securities &
Exchange Commission (SEC), and William T. Allen, professor of law and
clinical professor of business at New York University and of counsel at
Wachteil, Lipton, Rosen & Katz, during the F. Hodge O'Neal Corporate
and Securities Law Symposium held in Anheuser-Busch Hall Feb. 22-23.
The symposium focused on conflicts of interest in accounting and
consulting, conflicts of interest for lawyers and multidisciplinary
practice. At left, David Becker, SEC general counsel, delivers the
symposium's keynote address, "Current Issues at the SEC."

H.W. Janson exhibition to open in New York
BY LIAM OTTEN

Since first being published in
1962, H.W. Janson's influential
textbook History of Art has sold
some 4 million copies in 14
languages. Yet in the mid-1940s,
before such fame and fortune, the
great scholar built what he
proudly called "the finest collection of contemporary art assembled on any American
campus" at Washington University.
In the 1950s and '60s, successive curators and prominent
St. Louis collectors continued to
build on that curatorial architecture, creating one of the nation's
finest university collections of

modern art.
Beginning March 12, the
Salander-O'Reilly Galleries in
New York will revisit those years
with H.W. Janson and the Legacy
of Modern Art at Washington
University in St. Louis. The
exhibition is organized by Sabine
M. Eckmann, Ph.D., curator of
the Gallery of Art, and includes 21
masterworks by Max Beckmann,
Georges Braque, Alexander
Calder, Stuart Davis, Willem de
Kooning, Theo van Doesburg,
Jean Dubuffet, Max Ernst, Arshile
Gorky, Juan Gris, Marsden
Hartley, Jacques Lipchitz, Henri
Matisse, Joan Miro, Pablo Picasso,
Jackson Pollock and Yves Tanguy.
The accompanying catalog,

published by the SalanderO'Reilly Galleries and the
Washington University Gallery of
Art (New York/St. Louis), features
Eckmann's essay "Exilic Vision," a
consideration of Janson's
emigration from Germany, of his
connections with prominent New
York-based exile dealers and of
the influence both would exert on
his views about contemporary art.
The book also reproduces a
previously unpublished lecture
from, 1981, in which Janson
recalls his years at Washington
University and building the
modern collection.
"Janson was the instrumental
force in selecting and acquiring
See Janson, Page 6

Sept. 11 memorial to be created

GWB celebrates
Social Work Month

Public invited to help -SSSSffiSSfeli*'
BY LIAM OTTEN

Two University students are
dedicating a new public art
project to the tragedy of Sept. 11.
Junior sculpture majors Sasha
Shrem and Elana Mann recently
won approval from University
City's Municipal Commission on
Arts 8c Letters for their work, "A
Community Memorial." The
project, which comes as part of the
School of Art's 17th annual
University City Sculpture Series,
will unfold in two steps:
• On March 9-10, the public is
invited to Mooney Park between
11 a.m.-4 p.m. to contribute their
thoughts and memories about the

Spring break
The Record will not be published March 8 because of
spring break. Look for the next
issue March 15.

along with paper, pens and other
art-making materials. Also,
barring emergency, the University
City Fire Department will have
one fire truck and one ambulance
on site.
Mooney Park is located off
Jackson Avenue, just north of
Delmar Boulevard. Rain dates are
March 16-17.
• On March 24, a kiosk-like
memorial constructed using those
artworks will be unveiled,
remaining on view in the park
though April 19. An opening
reception for all works in the
sculpture series will be held from
2:30-5 p.m. March 24, beginning
in the rotunda of City Hall, 6801
Delmar Blvd.
For Shrem, a native of Long
Island, Sept. 11 struck close to
home in two ways: Several of her
high school classmates lost
parents in the World Trade
Center's collapse, while her
current roommate's father
managed to escape the building.

Twister and ShOUt Freshmen Alison Zisser enjoys playing a
game of inflatable Twister during Dance Marathon 2002 at the
Athletic Complex. The 12-hour event, which lasted from 2 p.m.
Feb. 23 to 2 a.m. Feb. 24, raised more than $55,000 to benefit the
Children's Miracle Network of Greater St. Louis. The event
included live entertainment, food and games.
"In New York, people think
about Sept. 11 all the time,"
Shrem said, but pointed out that
other — seemingly less directly
affected — parts of the country
are struggling through a more
haphazard grieving process. "We
wanted to sit everyone down at
the table together."

Mann, who came to St. Louis
from Boston, added that "it's
helpful to go through this as a
community — all these
emotions come out that you
didn't realize were there."
Both events are free and
open to the public. For more
information, call 935-6500.

Throughout March, the George
Warren Brown School of Social
Work faculty, staff and students
will be celebrating Social Work
Month. The goal of the celebration is to allow social workers and
other members of the University
community to honor the history
and contributions of social work.
Each Wednesday during March,
University students, faculty, staff
and visitors can visit a social work
informational booth in
Mallinckrodt Student Center. In
addition, the Campus Bookstore
will highlight publications from
GWB, and an exhibit on careers in
social work will be displayed on
the first floor of Goldfarb Hall.
Representatives from the
National Association of Social
Workers will visit the University
March 21 to discuss social work
career opportunities.
Social Work Month will
culminate with a breakfast and
educational program in Brown
See Social Work, Page 6
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Wertsch named to
Snow professorship

Learning from a master Tadashi Koyama, associate professor at Tamagawa University in Japan,
leads a recent workshop on Japanese classical dance for the dance program in the Performing Arts
Department in Arts & Sciences. Koyama was in residence Feb. 18-21, teaching several classes and
even leading a demonstration of Kabuki makeup techniques.

A&E fund drive sets $25,000 goal
BY LIAM OTTEN

For nearly 40 years, the Arts &
Education (A&E) Council of
Greater St. Louis has helped St.
Louisans enjoy and experience the
arts, engaging our surroundings
in new, creative ways. And for all
of those years, the Washington
University community has been
one of the most generous
contributors to the annual A&E
fund-raising campaign.
"Music, dance, theater and the
visual arts all enhance our world
and our community," said
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton in a
letter to University employees
announcing this year's fund drive.
"In the continuing wake of the
events of September 11, it is easy
to see how the arts and arts
education play a crucial role in
creating citizens who can see the
world with new eyes and a supple
mind, who can taste and appreciate the nuance of a diverse world
and tolerate the ambiguity that
arises from a myriad of world
views."

Faculty and staff received
Wrlghton's letter earlier this week,
along with a package of information about the campaign and a
pledge card explaining how
contributions are used and the
benefits to those who contribute.
The University has set a goal of
$25,000 this year — a slight
increase over the $23,000 raised
last year.
"If we had a significant
increase in the number of
employees who donate even a
small amount — such as $1 or $2
— from their paychecks each
month, we could easily reach or
surpass our goal," Wrighton
pointed out. "To those who have
given before, I ask that you please
consider increasing your gift. To
those who have never given
before, please consider a small gift
to this important campaign."
Campaign chair Jeff Pike, dean
of the School of Art, added, "We
simply cannot take the economic
and social impact of our fine
cultural organizations for
granted. By supporting the A&E

Council, each of us plays a role in
determining the quality of life in
St. Louis while also helping to
teach vital skills and discipline to
young people throughout the
region."
A&E provides funding for
numerous local arts organizations
but does not receive public funds
or government grants, instead
soliciting donations from local
individuals and institutions. It
uses this revenue to help fund
some of the area's major arts
institutions and to underwrite
grants to nearly 150 other arts
organizations.
A&E is instrumental in
supporting educational-outreach
programs designed to bring firstclass performances and entertainment to children and senior
citizens who otherwise might not
be served.
Over the years, the University
has received A&E support for
numerous campus areas, including the Gallery of Art and the
International Writers Center in
Arts & Sciences.

Mellon foundation grant to endow dissertation seminars program
The University has received a
$1 million endowment grant
from The Andrew W Mellon
Foundation in support of its
program of interdisciplinary
seminars for Arts & Sciences
dissertation students.
The grant will be matched by
funds raised by the University.
"Our collaboration with the
Mellon Foundation has been
important to the improvements
we have made in our humanities
departments and in interdisciplinary programs linking the
humanities and the social
sciences," said Edward S. Macias,
Ph.D., executive vice chancellor
and dean of Arts & Sciences. "In
particular, these seminars have
been enormously productive for
graduate study at our University,
and I am very pleased that they
will become a permanent part of
our program."
This grant follows three others
from the Mellon foundation that
funded dissertation seminars
beginning in summer 1996.
Steven N. Zwicker, Ph.D., the
Stanley Elkin Professor in the
Humanities and professor of
English in Arts & Sciences,
directed all three seminars, which
included dissertation students in
English, history, romance
languages, comparative literature,
philosophy and art history.
In summer 2001, two seminars
were offered. Gerald Izenberg,
Ph.D., professor of history,
directed a seminar that included
dissertation students in English,
art history and German. And
Wayne Fields, Ph.D., Lynne
Cooper Harvey Distinguished

Professor of English, also
conducted a seminar; students
from English, anthropology,
political science, history, and
archaeology participated.
A vital part of the program
of graduate education, the
dissertation seminars aim to
draw, as broadly as possible,
students from across the
humanities and the social
sciences. The goal is to introduce these students to theoretical and methodological
problems that would help them
to think in new ways about their
own fields, and to encourage
them to see how their research
programs could be linked with
the interests of their contemporaries working in similar areas
or time periods.
The seminars also serve to
bring students out of the
academic and intellectual
isolation that often accompanies
dissertation writers in the
humanities and social sciences.
The hope is to start the process
of transforming them from
specialists in particular fields
into members of an intellectual
community.
In addition, the seminars
prepare students to translate
their advanced work into
questions and concerns that will
engage and excite the next
generation of college students.
"The Mellon dissertation
seminars have already had a
beneficial effect on completion
rates and subsequent employment of the participants," said
Robert E. Thach, Ph.D., dean of
the Graduate School of Arts &

Sciences. "As a result, this
program has inspired a number
of serious replicas here in
unrelated disciplinary areas."
The Mellon grant will
enable the University to reach
beyond St. Louis to include
students in humanities and
social science programs at
Midwestern schools such as
Northwestern and Vanderbilt
universities and the universities
of Chicago, Illinois, Indiana
and Michigan.
Mixing dissertation students
from University programs and
from other institutions would
both strengthen the cohort and
diversify disciplinary and
interdisciplinary exchange.
Two seminars are planned
for summer 2002. Zwicker will
lead "The Emergence of a
Public Sphere in Early Modernity," and Robert Hegel, Ph.D.,
professor of Asian and Near
Eastern languages & literatures
in Arts & Sciences, will lead a
seminar on "The Study of Elite
and Popular Cultures in Early
Modern East Asia."
Graduate students in the
humanities and social sciences
writing or preparing to write
their dissertations are invited to
apply. Participating students will
each receive an $1,800 stipend.
Seminars will meet twice weekly
for six weeks beginning in
mid-May.
For information on the
application process, students
should contact Marie Lay,
coordinator for the program, at
935-8389 or e-mail
vmlay@artsci.wustl.edu.

Norway, and he is an honorary
James V. Wertsch, Ph.D.,
member of the Russian Acadprofessor and chair of the
emy of Education and a fellow
Department of Education in
of the American Psychological
Arts & Sciences, has been named
Association.
the Marshall S. Snow Professor in
Among Wertsch's major
Arts & Sciences, announced
research interests are language,
Edward S. Macias, Ph.D., executive
thought and culture, particuvice chancellor and dean of Arts &
larly the relationship between
Sciences.
A formal installation will take
history and national identity.
His most recent work analyzes
place May 14.
the transformation that
"I am delighted that Jim will be
collective memory has underthe first holder of the Marshall
done during the transition from
Snow professorship in Arts &
Soviet to post-Soviet Russia.
Sciences," Macias said. "I have
He has received several
enormous respect for his work as a
fellowships to study in Russia
scholar, teacher and academic
and co-authored a 1994 article
leader, especially his work to foster
titled "Official and Unofficial
our interdisciplinary efforts, and I
Histories: The Case of Estonia"
rely on his wise advice as a
that was published in the
member of the Academic Planning
Journal of Narrative and Life
Committee. Like Marshall Snow's
History. Along with more than
contributions to the University a
150 additional articles, chapters
hundred years ago, Jim's thoughtand reviews, his publications
ful approach in all areas has been
include Vygotsky and
tremendously important
the Social Formation of
to Arts & Sciences and
Mind (1985); Voices of
Washington University."
the Mind: A SocioculWertsch earned a
tural Approach to
bachelor's degree in
Mediated Action
psychology from the
(1991); Mind as Action
University of Illinois,
Urbana, in 1969; a
(1998) and Voices of
Collective Remembermaster's in education
ing (2002).
from Northwestern
Since joining the
University in 1971; and a
University faculty,
doctorate in educational Wertsch To be
Wertsch has played a
psychology from the
installed May 14
University of Chicago
major role in developing several areas of research and
in 1975.
He spent the following year in
teaching in Arts & Sciences,
including the new International
Moscow working with neuropsy& Area Studies Program, of
chologist A.R. Luria and other
which he serves as co-chair, and
figures before joining the Departthe Arts & Sciences Interdisciment of Linguistics at Northwestern University, where he was a
plinary Initiative, which aims to
foster interdisciplinary teaching
member of the faculty for nine
years. Wertsch then joined the
and research across the humanifaculty of the Department of
ties, social sciences and natural
Communication at the University
sciences.
of California, San Diego, until
Wertsch is the initial holder
1987 and spent 1987-88 as the
of the professorship named in
Belle van Zuilen Chair of Arts and
honor of Marshall S. Snow
Letters at the University of
(1842-1916), whose distinUtrecht, the Netherlands.
guished career at Washington
From 1988-1995, he was a
University spanned more than
professor of the Department of
four decades.
Psychology at Clark University.
Snow joined Washington
During his time at Clark, he spent
University in 1870 as professor
of belles lettres and was
the 1992-93 academic year as
professor of the Department of
appointed the first full-time
Psychology at the Universidad de
professor of history in 1874, a
Sevilla, Spain.
position he held until his
In 1995, Wertsch joined the
retirement in 1912.
faculty of Arts & Sciences at
In 1871, Snow was named
Washington University as profesfirst dean of Arts & Sciences and
sor of education and chair of the
served in this position for
department. He also holds
almost 40 years. During his
appointments in the programs in
years as dean, he served twice as
Social Thought & Analysis and
acting chancellor, from 1887Philosophy-Neuroscience1891 and again in 1907.
Psychology, and in the Department
He also maintained a full
of Psychology in Arts & Sciences.
teaching schedule during most of
In spring 1998, he was a fellow
his time as dean and authored a
at the Swedish Collegium for
number of respected publicaAdvanced Studies in the Social
tions, including a monograph on
Sciences in Uppsala, Sweden, and
St. Louis municipal government.
in spring 2000 he held the Meaker
Active in the community, he was
Professorship at Bristol University
one of the founders and officers
in England.
of the University Club, and he
In addition, he holds honorary
served as president of the
degrees from Linkoping University
Missouri Historical Society from
in Sweden and Oslo University in
1894-1900.
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School of Medicine Update
Ophthalmology opens Refractive Surgery Center
The Department of Ophthalmology in the School of
Medicine has opened a
comprehensive Refractive Surgery
Center in the new Center for
Advanced Medicine.
Cornea specialist Michael S.
Conners, M.D., Ph.D., assistant
professor of ophthalmology and
visual sciences, is the center's
medical director. As the popularity of refractive laser eye surgery,
such as LASIK, continues to soar,
Conners and the new Washington
University Refractive Surgery
Center will take a conservative,
cautious approach.
"Our turnaway rate probably
will be higher than it is at some
places," Conners said. "There are
some patients who still aren't
good candidates for these
procedures, and although the vast
majority of patients don't have
any problems following surgery,
we have to remember that LASIK
is a surgical procedure, not
something that you enter into
lightly."
LASIK (LAser In-Situ,
Keratomileusis) and other laser
procedures are used to correct
nearsightedness, farsightedness
and astigmatism (uneven
curvature of the cornea). During
the procedure, the surgeon uses
precision instruments to create a
flap in the cornea. The flap is
folded back, and then the laser

reshapes the cornea to more
precisely focus light onto the
retina of the eye. After the LASIK
procedure is completed, the flap
is replaced, the eye is treated with
antibiotic drops and the patient is
sent home.
Some experience minor pain
or light sensitivity, but that
usually subsides within a few
hours. Most patients have vision
between 20/20 and 20/40 by the
next day.
Conners believes large
numbers of potential patients are
interested but cautious about
refractive surgery. He encourages
them to learn more about the
surgery and other procedures that
the center offers.
"This is not just a LASIK
practice," he said. "We can handle
many more things than refractive
surgery, and we are very careful
not to operate if there is any
abnormality of the cornea that
might make surgery risky."
The Washington University
Refractive Surgery Center is
offering employees and their
spouses at Washington University
and Barnes-Jewish Hospital a
20 percent discount on refractive
procedures.
For more information, call
747-8036 or e-mail the center's
refractive surgery coordinator,
Diana Moellering, at
lasik@vision.wustl.edu.

Michael S. Conners, M.D., Ph.D., (left), assistant professor of
ophthalmology and visual sciences and director of the new
Refractive Surgery Center, examines David Roe's eyes.

Stroke impact on everyday life focus of study
BY NICOLE VINES

Researchers in the School of
Medicine and The Rotman
Research Institute at Baycrest
Centre for Geriatric Care in
Toronto have joined to expand
the understanding of brain
injury and its impact on
everyday life.
Their research is funded by a
three-year, $2 million grant from
the James S. McDonnell Foundation.
"The project is the first to
bring together neuroscientists,
psychologists, neurologists and
occupational scientists to work
together in an effort to understand the impact of brain injury
on everyday life," said Carolyn
M. Baum, Ph.D., the principal

investigator of the study. "For
example, neuroscientists will use
brain imaging and specific
cognitive
tasks to
identify brain
lesions, and
occupational
scientists will
observe and
test participants'
behaviors
both in
clinical and
Baum: Study's
home
principal investigator
settings. The
goal is to use
what we learn to design specific
rehabilitation interventions."
Baum is the Elias Michael
Director of the Program in

Occupational Therapy and
associate professor of occupational therapy.
The two research teams will
conduct two studies to build a
cognitive rehabilitation model.
The first will examine two
regions of the brain often
damaged from stroke: the
cerebellum, located at the back
of the head, and the frontal
lobe, located at the front of the
brain. Researchers suspect that,
though somewhat similar in
function, the two areas are
affected differently by stroke. If
that is the case, each region
may benefit from different
rehabilitation techniques.
The second study will
investigate why persons who
appear to have full motor

recovery fail to return to their
prestroke level of function.
Participants will undergo
cognitive, behavioral and
psychosocial skills training to see
if such therapies improve their
performance in everyday life.
The Washington University
research team includes
Alexander W. Dromerick, M.D.,
associate professor of neurology;
Steven E. Petersen, Ph.D.,
professor of neurology; W
Thomas Thach Jr., M.D.,
professor of neurology; Dorothy
F. Edwards, Ph.D., associate
professor of occupational
therapy; Maurizio Corbetta,
M.D., associate professor of
neurology; and Desiree A. White,
Ph.D., assistant professor of
psychology.

Fatal brain
tumors focus
of research
Mouse models of brain
tumors may help
physicians treat people with
brain tumors. A team in the
School of Medicine received a
four-year, $1.2 million grant
from the National Institute
of Neurological Disorders
and Stroke toward the
development of a model for
astrocytoma.
Astrocytomas are one of
the most common types of
brain tumor and remain fatal
despite advances in cancer
therapy. Researchers still are
struggling to understand the
underlying genetic events
that result in this deadly
disease.
Principal investigator
David H. Gutmann, M.D.,
Ph.D., the Donald O
Schnuck Family Professor of
Neurology, and his colleagues
in the School of Medicine
and the University of Toronto
created genetically altered
mice that shortly after birth
develop tumors similar to
human astrocytomas. The
researchers will use this grant
to
determine
which
genetic
changes
in these
mice are
necessary
for the
developGutmann: Developing
ment of
astrocytoma model
these
tumors
and contribute to their
progression.
"Our ability to design
targeted therapies for
astrocytomas is heavily
dependent on our understanding of the molecular
origins of these tumors,"
Gutmann said. "Studies that
explore these issues are best
done in animal models such
as this one, which will help us
develop and test potential
treatment options."

Brain injury imaging technique
could help test new therapies
Researchers in the School of
Medicine are trying to
understand how an imaging
technique called diffusionweighted imaging (DWI) can
detect brain injuries like stroke.
The team received a four-year,
$1.4 million grant from the
National Institute of Neurological
Disorders and Stroke for this
research.
While most imaging methods
are unable to detect signs of brain
damage until hours or even days
after injury or trauma, DWI can
identify changes in the brain
within minutes of injury. Shortly
after an individual has a stroke,
for example, DWI shows the area
at risk for permanent injury.
DWI is a magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI) technique that is
sensitive to the motion of water
within the brain. Scientists do not
entirely understand the biology
underlying DWI's detection of
brain damage — while it is clear
that water diffusion is decreased
in damaged tissue, the cause of
this decrease is not yet understood. One hypothesis is that
water motion inside brain cells

decreases when the cells are
injured.
The School of Medicine team
will study three types of cells in
search of a better understanding
of this powerful tool. First, they
will examine immature eggs from
the frog Xenopus, which are large
enough to directly measure water
diffusion.
They also will study a line of
tumor cells called HeLa cells and
intact rat brains, both from
healthy rats and from rats that
have had a stroke. The diffusion
of water inside the HeLa cells and
rat brains will be measured
indirectly.
"A better understanding of the
mechanism underlying DWI may
ultimately lead to more rational
use of this technique in research
and clinical practice," said
principal investigator Jeffrey J.
Neil, M.D., Ph.D., associate
professor of neurology and
assistant professor of pediatrics
and of anatomy and neurobiology. "For example, this may help
researchers test the effectiveness
of new therapies for protecting
the brain."

Ready for patients The 52,000-square-foot Charles F. Knight Emergency and Trauma Center
opened last month. Located at 400 S. Kingshighway Blvd., between Barnes-Jewish Hospital Plaza
and Children's Place, the new facility is the final piece of the $320-million campus integration project
that began in 1996.
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University Events
Pilobolus Too morphs into Edison Theatre March 1-3
The three shape-shifting
dancer-acrobats of Pilobolus
Too will twist themselves
into human sculptures and create
a wonderland of playful illusions
when the Edison Theatre
"OVATIONS!" Series and Dance
St. Louis present the company in
three performances, at 8 p.m.
March 1-2 and at 2 p.m. March 3.
The Edison Theatre's "ovations! for young people" series
will independently present a •
separate concert at 11 a.m.
March 2.
Pilobolus Too is known as "the
little luxury edition" of Pilobolus,
the world-renowned "arts
organism" named after a sunloving fungus. Adam Battelstein,
Rebecca Jung and Rebecca Stenn
are all leading dancers, veterans of
many years of national and
international touring. They will
perform some of the greatest hits
created in the past 30 years by
their parent company.
The seven dances are woven
together by strange and beautiful
transitional moments by bass
guitarist Jay Weissman.
A performance by Pilobolus
Too is full of visual surprises,

Pilobolus Too
What: Dance company
Where: Edison Theatre
When: 8 p.m. March 1-2; 2 p.m.
March 3
Presented by Edison Theatre '
"OVATIONS!" Series and Dance
St. Louis

stunning physical feats, wild
humor and sheer fun. Alraune
(1975) and Shizen (1978) are
classic plant-inspired Pilobolus
works from the company's early
days, in which the dancers twist
around each other in mysterious
and evocative shapes. "Shizen" is
the Japanese word for "nature."
Alraune takes its name from a
night shadow plant used both as a
charm and a poison.
Other works play off of
Pilobolus Too's delight in props.
The heroine of the Hollywoodinspired romp Femme Noire
(1999) partners with an enormous
lacy black hat that seems to have a
life of its own. The hapless hero of

tale, excerpts from Land's Edge
The Empty Suitor (1980) must
(1986), the ^ story of a
negotiate several lengths of
woman washed
treacherous PVC pipes while also
coping with a park bench and an
ashore and
found by the
elusive top hat.
Tarleton's Resurrection (1981) is
village fool.
Pilobolus got
named for one of Queen
its start in the
Elizabeth I's court jesters, so
early 1970s when
it is not surprising to find
" ^'
four Dartmouth
music by Renaissance
College students took
English composers
a dance class and
John Dowland
and William
invented ways of moving
that no one had dreamed of
Byrd — but
since this is
before. Pilobolus Too was
Pilobolus Too,
founded in 1996 to bring the
there is also
Pilobolus magic to small
music by the
theaters and diverse performing spaces.
witty early
20th-century
The dancers also function as
French
composer Eric
Pilobolus Too brings its
Satie.
stunning physical feats,
Moonblind
wild humor and sheer
(1978) is an
fun to Edison Theatre
introspective
March 1-3.
and fanciful
portrait of a
woman alone.
The show
concludes
with a sweet
little fairy

a crack teaching team for
education and outreach
programs. For the past three
years, Dance St. Louis has
worked intimately with
Pilobolus Too in residency
programs in Warren County
and the Parkway School
District. The program is
continuing and expanding
during the 2001-02 season.
Dance St. Louis and Edison
Theatre's presentation of
Pilobolus Too is made possible
with support from the Heartland Arts Fund, a joint venture
of Arts Midwest and MidAmerica Arts Alliance.
Tickets for Pilobolus Too are
$20 for Washington University
faculty and staff, for nonWashington University students
and for seniors; $13 for
Washington University students
and for children under 12; and
$25 for adults.
Tickets are available through
the Edison Theatre box office
(935-6543); the Dance St. Louis
box office, 634 N. Grand, 11th
floor (534-6622; www.
dancestlouis.org); and at all
MetroTix outlets.

"I-'-"

Games Children and Parents Play • How Do Cells Know Where to Go?
"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place at Washington
University March 1 -March 20. Visit the Web
for expanded calendars for the Hilltop
Campus (www.wustl.edu/calendar) and the
School of Medicine (medschool.wustl.edu/
calendars.html).

Exhibitions
"Max Weber in America and Other
Paintings." Werner Gephart, Fulbright
Distinguished Chair for German Studies.
Through March 31. Anheuser-Busch Hall,
Rm. 320. 935-7988.
"Selections of Works From the Permanent
Collection." Through April 12. Gallery of
Art re-opens public exhibition spaces.
Gallery of Art. 935-4523.
"Typoetica: Typographic Poetry Broadsides,
Kinetic Books, & More." Robert C. Smith,
prof, emeritus, School of Art. Through
April 26. Olin Library, Lvl. 5, Special
Collections. 935-5495.

Film
Wednesday, March 13
6:30 p.m. International Film Series.
"Woman in the Dunes." Hiroshi
Teshigahara, dir. Sponsored by Asian and
Near Eastern Languages and Literatures.
Ike's Place. 935-5156.

Sunday, March 17
1 p.m. Contemporary French Film Series.
"Alice et Martin." Andre Techine, dir.
Sponsored by the Cultural Services of the
French Embassy and the French Ministry
of Culture. Brown Hall, Rm. 100.
935-4056.

Wednesday, March 20
6:30 p.m. International Film Series.
"Family." Chen Xihe & Ye Ming, dir.
Sponsored by Asian and Near Eastern
Languages and Literatures. Ike's Place.
935-5156.

Christine Armistead, senior lecturer, music
dept. and Allison Felter, Opera Theatre of
Saint Louis. Music Classroom Bldg., Rm.
102.935-4841.
4 p.m. Neuroscience seminar. "Democracy
and Aristocracy in the Mammalian
Circadian System." Erik Herzog, asst. prof
of biology. McDonnell Medical Sciences
Bldg., Rm. 928. 362-7043.
6 and 8:30 p.m. Travel Lecture Series.
"The Real World of Western Europe." Rick
Howard. Cost: $5. Graham Chapel.
935-5212.

Monday, March 4
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Regulation of Autoimmunity"
Nora Sarvetnick, immunology dept.,
Scripps Research Inst, La Jolla, Calif. Eric
P. Newman Education Center. 362-2763.

Lectures

Tuesday, March 5

Friday, March 1
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds.
"Selective Dorsal Rhizotomy for Spastic
Cerebral Palsy — Update." Tae Sung Park,
Shi H. Huang prof, of neurosurgery, prof,
of pediatrics, and anatomy and
neurobiology, neurosurgeon-in-chief,
St. Louis Children's Hospital. Clopton
Aud., 4960 Children's Place. 454-6006.
Noon. Cell biology and physiology
seminar. "Monoubiquitin as a Signal for
Protein Transport." Linda Hicke, asst. prof,
of biochemistry and molecular and cell
biology, Northwestern U. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426.
362-2713.

Noon. Molecular Microbiology and
Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"The Role of Toll Receptors in Regulating
the Innate Immune System." Alan Aderem,
prof, and assoc. dir., Inst. for Systems
Biology, Seattle. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley
Ave. 362-8873.

Wednesday, March 6
6:30 a.m. Aneslhesiology Grand Rounds.
"New Insights Into the Pathophysiology of
Head Injury and Intracerebral Hemorrhage
Provided by PET." William John Powers,
prof, of neurology. Wohl Hosp. Bldg. Aud.,
4960 Children's Place. 454-8707.

4 p.m. Music depl. lecture. "Opera Theatre
of Saint Louis Outside of the Theatre."

Foreign affairs expert Talbott to speak March 13
BY KURT

J. MUELLER"

Strobe Talbott, former
deputy secretary of state,
distinguished foreign affairs
author and journalist and
president-elect of the
Brookings Institution, will give
the annual Omicron Delta
Kappa/Thomas C. Hennings
Lecture as part of the Assembly Series at 11 a.m. March 13
in Graham Chapel.
After an eight-month
search, Talbott was elected the
sixth president of the
Brookings Institution, one of
the nation's oldest public
policy research institutions.
His term will begin Sept. 1.
Talbott served in the State
Department during the Clinton
administration, beginning a

career in
government
after 21 years
as a
journalist for
Time
magazine.
He has
written six
books on
U.S.-Soviet
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Who: Strobe Talbott

What: Omicron Delta Kappa/Thomas C.
Hennings Lecture
Where: Graham Chapel

i

relations and nuclear arms control.
Most recently he co-edited The
Age of Terror: America & the World
After September 11. His next work,
The Russia Hand: A Memoir of
Personal Diplomacy, will be
published in May.
Before entering government,
Talbott served as a fellow of the
Yale Corp., a trustee of the
Hotchkiss School in Lakeville,
Conn., and as a director of the

When: 11 a.m. March 13
Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace. He is a
graduate of Yale University and
spent three years at Oxford
University as a Rhodes Scholar.
All Assembly Series lectures
are free and open to the public.
For more information on this
and other Assembly Series
lectures, visit the series Web site,
wupa.wustl.edu/assembly, or call
935-5285.

Thursday, March 7

floor. 362-7316.

Noon. Genetics Seminar Series. "Genetics
and Genomics of mRNA Stability in
Arabidopsis." Pamela J. Green, Del.
Biotechnology Inst, U. of Del. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823.
362-2139.

2:30 p.m. Chemical Engineering Seminar
Series. "New Challenges and Approaches
in Nucleic Acid Purification." Richard
Willson, prof, of chemical engineering,
U. of Houston. Cupples II Hall, Rm. 100
(refreshments 2 p.m., Urbauer Hall,
Rm. 208).

3 p.m. Basic Science Seminar Series.
"Combining Bioinformatics and Genomics
to Gain Insight into the Etiology of
Cancer." Kenneth H. Buetow, dir., NCI
Center for Bioinformatics, chief, Lab. of
Population Genetics, National Cancer
Institute, Bethesda, Md. Eric P. Newman
Education Center. 454-8566.

4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "The Role of Lymphotoxins in
Innate and Adaptive Immunity." Carl Ware,
div. of Molecular Immunology, LaJolla
Inst. for Allergy and Immunology, U. of
Calf. San Diego. Eric P. Newman Education
Center. 362-2763.

4 p.m. Chemistry seminar. Neil Kelleher,
prof, of chemistry, U. of III., Champaign/
Urbana. McMillen Hall, Rm. 311.
935-6530.
4 p.m. Neurology lecture. The 45th Annual
Robert J. Terry Lecture. "The Human
Genome and Beyond." Eric Lander, dir.,
Whitehead Inst., MIT Center for Genome
Research and prof, of biology, MIT. More
Aud., 660 S. Euclid Ave. 362-7043.
6 p.m. Historia Medica Lecture Series.
"The American Medical Student: A
History." Kenneth Ludmerer, prof, of
medicine. King Center, 660 S. Euclid,
Medical School Library, seventh floor.
362-7080.

Friday, March 8
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds.
"Primary Care Research to Improve
Children's Health: A National Response."
Mort Wasserman, prof, of pediatrics, dir.
of pediatric research in office settings,
U. of Vt. College of Medicine, Burlington,
Vt. Clopton Aud., 4960 Children's Place.
454-6006.
Noon. Cell Biology and Physiology lecture.
The Erlanger-Gasser lecture. "Ion Channels
From Bacteria to Brain." Clay M.
Armstrong, prof, of physiology, U. of
Penn. More Aud., 660 S. Euclid Ave.
362-6630.
4 p.m. Anatomy and neurobiology
seminar. Dr. Gina Turrigiano, asst. prof, of
biology, Brandeis U., Waltham, Mass.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 928. 362-7043.

Monday, March 11
10 a.m. Div. of Infections Diseases
seminar. "Host Factor Requirements for
HIV Assembly: Towards a Mouse Model
for AIDS." Benjamin Chen, Whitehead Inst.
for Biomedical Research, MIT. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 775.
362-1514.
Noon. Work, Families, and Public Policy
Seminar Series. "Games Children and
Parents Play: Risky Behaviors and Parental
Reputation." V. Joseph Hotz, chair and
prof.of economics, U. of Calif.,
Los Angeles. Eliot Hall, Rm. 300.
935-4918.
Noon. Neurology and Neurological Surgery
Seminar Series. "Regulation of Dendritic
Development by Neurotransmission."
Rachel Wong, assoc. prof, of neurobiology. Schwartz Aud., Maternity Bldg., first

5:30 p.m. Radiology lecture. Sixteenth
Annual Daniel R. Biello Memorial Lecture.
"Measuring Tumor Response with PET."
Steven M. Larson, chief, Nuclear Medicine
Service, Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center, New York. Sponsored by
Mallinkrodt Inst. of Radiology. Scarpellino
Auditorium, 510 S. Kingshighway Blvd.,
First floor. 362-2866.

Tuesday, March 12
Noon-1 p.m. Program in Physical Therapy
seminar. "Biomechanical Modeling of
Indentation Testing and Application in
Nonlinear FEA of Diabetic Foot." Dequan
Zou, research asst. prof., of physical
therapy, and Cara Lewis, doc. student of
physical therapy. 4444 Forest Park Blvd.
Rm. B108/B109. 286-1404.

Wednesday, March 13
11 a.m. Assembly Series. Thomas C.
Hennings lecture. Strobe Talbott, former
deputy Secretary of State, author. Graham
Chapel. 935-5285.
4 p.m. Biochemistry and Molecular
Biophysics seminar. "Theory and
Experiment Meet in the Folding of the
Simplest Proteins." Kevin W. Plaxco, asst.
prof, of chemistry, U. of Calif., Santa
Barbara. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave.
362-0261.

Thursday, March 14
11 a.m. Pulmonary and Critical Care
Medicine Grand Rounds. "Pathogenesis
of Post-transplant Bronchiolitis Obliterans
Syndrome." T Mohanakumar, Jacqueline
and William Maritz Prof, of surgery,
pathology and immunology. BarnesJewish Hosp. Bldg., East Pavilion Aud.
362-6904.
Noon. Molecular Microbiology and
Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"Studies of Hepatitis C Virus Replication."
Keril Blight, asst. prof, of the Center for
the Study of Hepatitis C, Rockefeller U„
New York. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave.
362-7258.
Noon. Genetics Seminar Series.
"Investigating the Role of the Spindle
Midzone in Cytokinesis." John White, U. of
Wis., Madison. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823. 362-2139.
1:10 p.m. George Warren Brown School of
Social Work Lecture Series. "Narrative
Ideas in Clinical Practice." Jiil Freedman,
co-dir., Evanston Family Therapy Center,
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Novelist Joy Williams to read
for Writing Program March 13
BY LIAM OTTEN

Building the future Frank C.P. Yin, M.D., Ph.D. (third from left), the Stephen F. and Camilla T.
Braver Professor and chair of biomedical engineering in the School of Engineering and Applied
Science, greets John F. McDonnell, chairman of the University Board of Trustees, at the third annual
Associated General Contractors (AGC) of St. Louis Build St. Louis Day, hosted by the University
Feb. 20. Looking on are (from left) Steven G. Rackers, manager of the capital projects and records
division of physical facilities and construction; Kevin Kuntz, executive vice president of McCarthy
Building Cos.; Ralph H. Thaman, associate vice chancellor for facilities planning and management;
and Len Toenjes, president of AGC. The events, attended by several politicians, construction
workers, AGC officials and members and Business Trade Union officials, focused on the construction industry's strength and growth despite the country's economic uncertainty. McCarthy Building
is constructing the Uncas A. Whitaker Biomedical Engineering Building on the Hilltop Campus.
AGC represents more than 400 area construction firms employing more than 30,000 workers.

Olin Library's AV/reserves to move to temporary location

Fiction writer Joy Williams
— whose most recent
novel, The Quick and the
Dead (2000), was a finalist for a
Pulitzer Prize — will read from
her work at 8 p.m. March 13 for
The Writing Program Reading
Series.
Williams is in residence for
two weeks in The Writing
Program in the Department of
English in Arts & Sciences,
serving as the Fannie Hurst
Professor of Creative Literature.
In addition, Williams will
lead a colloquium on the craft
of fiction at 8 p.m. March 21.
Both events are free and open to
the public and take place in
Hurst Lounge in Duncker Hall,
Room 201. A book signing will
follow the reading, and copies
of Williams' works will be
available for purchase.
"Joy Williams is a fierce
original, with just as much
emphasis on the 'fierce' half,"
said Marshall Klimasewiski,
assistant professor of English.
"She's not an author one
recommends lightly. But if
you've sunk into a rut in your
reading, if you're in need of a
healthy disturbance, if the tepid
sentiments and
tap-water prose
of some other
contemporary
fictions have
offered no
solace lately,
•^ <£t■j£ 'rKNmS£r
well, she may be
just what you're
looking for.
"And let's
face it, you have
to admire a
writer who gets blurbs from
both Raymond Carver ('Joy
Williams is simply a wonder')
and William Gass ('Joy Williams
is now the best at her business')
on the back of her books, not to
mention Don DeLillo and Ann
Beattie and Harold Brodkey —
that is, from writers as different
as those are, and as rarely found
on the back of anyone's books."
The New York Times Book
Review once noted that "Joy
Williams has dogs the way John
:

Over spring break, the AudioVisual (AV)/Reserves Unit at
Olin Library will move out of its
current second-level space to a
temporary location on the main
floor.
Signs will guide users to AV7
reserves' new location, just to the
right of the help desk. The unit
will remain open during the
transition.
In addition, the large classroom (Room 252) on Level 2 is
closed for renovation. Classes that
normally would meet there have
been relocated to other classrooms on campus.
The relocation of AV/reserves
and the closure of Room 252 will
allow work to begin on Olin

Evanston,
935-4909.

. Brawn Hall Lounge.

4 p.m. Anesthesiology lecture. The
Fourteenth Annual C.R. Stephen lecture.
"Genes, Synapses and Long-Term
Memory." Eric R. Kandel, prof, of
biochemistry and molecular biophysics
and senior investigator, Howard Hughes
Medical Inst., College of Physicians and
Surgeons, Columbia U. Eric P. Newman
Education Center. 454-5572.
4 p.m. Chemistry seminar. Ralf Warmuth,
asst. prof of chemistry, Kan. State U.
McMillen Hall, Rm. 311.935-6530.

Friday, March 15
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. "New
Trends in Pediatric Cardiology." Russell
Hirsch, asst. prof, of pediatrics, div. of
pediatric cardiology. Clopton Aud., 4960
Children's Place. 454-6006.
10 a.m. Access to Justice: The Social
Responsibility of Lawyers Series.
"Biodiversity and the Human Prospect."
Peter Raven, dir. of the Mo. Botanical
Garden and Engelmann Professor of
Botany. Anheuser-Busch Hall. 935-4958.
Noon. Cell biology and physiology
seminar. "Patterning and Cell Fate
Specification in the Drosophilia CNS."
James B. Skeath,
asst. prof, of
genetics.
McDonnell
Medical Sciences
Bldg., Rm.426.
362-6950.
4 p.m. Neuroscience
seminar. "Engineering
Altered Patterns of Gene
Expression and Neuronal
Activity in the Mouse
Olfactory System."
Haiqing Zhao, prof, of
molecular biology and
genetics, Johns Hopkins U.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm.
928. 362-7043.
4 p.m. Physics colloquium. "How Do Cells

Library's Technology Center. This
much-anticipated facility will
house a state-of-the-art wired
classroom for library instruction
and computers, scanners and other
equipment and software needed by
students and faculty working on
digital projects. The libraries'
collection of microforms will be
consolidated near this space.
The relocation of AV/reserves
will require that several public
access PCs be removed. This may
cause some inconvenience, but
there are still many public access
computers available in Olin
Library and the nearby Teaching
Center.
Some study space on Level 3
will be removed to provide

temporary space for the video and
microform collections.
The renovation of Olin Library
began in March 2001 and is
expected to continue through the
spring semester of 2004. Olin
Library will stay open throughout
the renovation process to serve
students and faculty.
To see photographs of
renovation progress and for other
information about the renovation,
visit www.library.wustl.edu/
renovation. Questions and
comments may be e-mailed to
renovation@library.wustl.edu or
mailed to Renovation, Olin
Library, Campus Box 1061, One
Brookings Drive, St. Louis, MO
63130-4899.

Know Where to Go?" James A. Glazier,
dept. of physics, U. of Notre Dame. Crow
Hall, Rm. 204 (coffee, 3:30 Compton
Hall, rm. 245). 935-6276.

Lives." Rahm Gummuluru, research
asst. in human biology, Fred Hutchinson
Cancer Research Center, Seattle, Wash.
Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave.
362-0261.

6 p.m. Gallery of Art lecture. "The Way of
Zen." Fukushima Keido, Chief Abbot and
Zen Master, Tofuku-ji monastery, Kyoto,
Japan. Sponsored by the Saint Louis Art
Museum, depts. of East Asian Studies,
Religious Studies, and Art History and
Archaeology. Gallery of Art. 935-4523.

5:30 p.m. Biophysical Evenings Seminar
Series. "Water: The 'Ultimate'
Biomolecule — Or Why MRI Works and
Is Interesting." Joseph Ackerman, chair
and prof, of chemistry. Cori Aud., 4565
McKinley Ave. 362-0261.

Monday, March 18

Wednesday, March 20

Noon. Neurology and Neurological
Surgery Research Seminar Series.
"Neuronal Processing for 3D Vision:
Neurons, Columns, and Perception."
Greg DeAngelis, asst. prof, of
neurobiology. Schwarz Aud., Maternity
Bldg., first floor. 362-7316.

6:30 a.m. Anesthesiology Grand Rounds.
"Hereditary Angioedema." John
Patterson Atkinson, Samuel Grant
Professor of Medicine. Wohl Hosp.
Bldg. Aud., 4960 Children's Place.
454-8707.

2:30 p.m. Chemical Engineering Seminar
Series. "Structural and Physical
Consequences of the Processing of
Proteins." Todd M. Przybycien, prof, of
chemical engineering, Carnegie Mellon
LL, Pittsburgh. Cupples II Hall, Rm. 100
(refreshments 2 p.m. Urbauer Hall,
Rm. 208). 935-4988.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Dendritic Cells as Sentinel of
the Immune System." Marina Cella,
research assoc. prof, of pathology and
immunology. Eric P. Newman Education
Center. 362-2763.
4 p.m. Chemistry seminar. CBI Seminar.
Eric T. Kool, prof, of chemistry, Stanford
U. McMillen Hall, Rm. 311. 935-6530.
7 p.m. Monday Night Lecture Series.
"Articulating the Everyday." Marlon
Blackwell, assoc. prof, of architecture,
U. of Arkansas, Fayetteville. Steinberg
Hall Aud. (reception 6:30 p.m. Givens
Hall). 935-6293.

Tuesday, March 19
Noon. Molecular Microbiology and
Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar
Series. "Parameters of HIV-1
Replication in T Cells with Short Half-

11 a.m. Assembly Series. "Is It Natural
to Be Moral?" Ursula Goodenough, prof.
of biology, author. Graham Chapel.
935-5285.
4 p.m. African & Afro-American Studies
Program Lecture Series. "Laying Claim:
Dilemmas in the History of African
American Art." Sharon Patton, dir. of the
Allen Memorial Art Museum, Oberlin
College, Oberlin, Ohio. Eliot Hall, Rm.
200F 935-5690.

Music
Thursday, March 14
8-10 p.m. Holmes Jazz Series. Dave
Stone Group. Ridgely Hall, Holmes
Lounge. 935-4841.

Friday, March 15
8 p.m. Acoustic City Concert Series.
Pierce Pettis. Cost: $12 in adv., $15 day
of show, free to WU faculty, staff, and

students. Ike's Place. 935-7576.
8 p.m. Washington University Opera.
"Dialogues of the Carmelites." Written by
Francis Poulenc. Jolly Stewart, dir., and
John Stewart, conductor. (Also March 1,
8 p.m.) Cost: $12, $6 for WU faculty, staff
and students. Graham chapel. 935-6543.

On Stage

Irving has bears. In fact, she
seems to judge her people
largely on these two bases:
whether or not they can make
a better second marriage and
whether they get along well
with dogs. The criteria are
probably sounder than most."
Williams' other novels are
Breaking and Entering (1988),
The Changeling (1978) and
State of Grace (1973), the latter
nominated for a National
Book Award. She also has .
published two short story
collections, Escapes (1990) and
Taking Care (1982), as well as
two nonfiction works, The
Florida Keys: A History and
Guide (1986) and a book of
environmental essays, ///
Nature (2001).
Williams' stories and essays
appear frequently in such
publications as Esquire, The
Paris Review and The New
Yorker. Her honors include the
Academy-Institute Award in
Literature from the American
Academy of Arts and Letters, a
National Magazine Award for
Fiction, fellowships from the
National Endowment for the
Arts and Guggenheim
Foundation, and the Strauss
Living Award.

Reading
Who: Fiction writer Joy Williams,
visiting Fannie Hurst Professor of
Creative Literature
Where: Hurst Lounge, Duncker Hall,
Room 201
When: 8 p.m. March 13

Born in Chelmsford, Mass.,
in 1944, Williams earned a
master of fine arts degree in
creative writing from the
University of Iowa in 1965 but
worked for several years as a
researcher and data analyst
with the U.S. Navy marine
laboratory in Siesta Key, Fla.,
before embarking on her own
literary career.
For more information on
Williams' March 13 reading,
call 935-7130.

Worship
Friday, March 1
11:15 a.m. Catholic Mass. Catholic Student
Center, 6352 Forsyth Blvd. 935-9191.
1:15 p.m. Jummuah Prayers. Prayer
service. Lower level, Lopata House.
920-1625.

Friday, March 15

Friday, March 1

11:15 a.m. Catholic Mass. Catholic Student
Center, 6352 Forsyth Blvd. 935-9191.

8 p.m. 0VATI0NSI Series. Pilobolus Too.
(Also March 2, 8 p.m., March 3, 2 p.m.)
Sponsored by Dance St. Louis. Cost: $25,
$13 for students, $20 for WU staff. Edison
Theatre. 935-6543.

1:15 p.m. Jummuah Prayers. Prayer
service. Lower level, Lopata House.
920-1625.

Saturday, March 2
11 a.m. ovationsl for young people series.
Pilobolus Too. Sponsored by Dance
St. Louis. Cost: $7. Edison Theatre.
935-6543.

Friday, March 15
8 p.m. OVATIONS! Series. "The Wrath of
Achilles." Written by Homer. Aquila
Theatre Company. Cost: $25, $20 for WU
faculty, staff, and students. Edison
Theatre. 935-6543.

Saturday, March 16
8 p.m. OVATIONS! Series. "The Tempest."
Written by William
Shakespeare. Aquila
Theatre Company.
Cost: $25, $20
for WU faculty,
staff, and
students.
Edison
Theatre.
935-6543.

And more...
Tuesday, March 5
Noon-1 p.m. Toastmasters event. (Also
March 19, Noon-1 p.m.) Sponsored by
Washington U. Toastmasters for Oratorical
Readiness (WUTF0R). 4480 Clayton Ave.
Rm. 1140A. 935-6001.

Thursday, March 7
8 a.m. Distance learning course. STD
Clinician Course. Presented by St. Louis
STD/HIV Prevention Training Ctr. Cost:
$90. (Continues Thursdays through
April 11.) U. of Mo., St. Louis, Lucas Hall,
Rm. 117. To register, call 747-0294.

Tuesday, March 12
6:45- 8 p.m. Twilight Retreat. "Accepting
the Truth of Our Humanity." The Rev. John
Kavanaugh. (Dinner 6 p.m., opportunity
for Reconciliation following the retreat.) To
RSVP for dinner, call 935-9191, ex. 203 by
March 10.
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Sports
Men's, women's hoops
to host NCAA games

The third time's still
a charm for women

The women will open the 2002
NCAA tournament by hosting a
second-round game March 2 at
3 p.m. at the Field House. The
men open the tourney later that
day, also hosting a secondround game at 8 p.m. The
women, who received a firstround bye, will face either the
University of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point or Lake Forest College,
who played Feb. 27. The men
also got a bye and will host the
winner of the Webster University/Maryville (Tenn.) University game, played Feb. 28.
Tickets are $4 for adults and $3
for seniors and students. The
box office will open at 2 p.m.
for the women's game and
6:30 p.m. for the men's. KFNS
(590 AM, 100.7 FM) will
broadcast both games live.

The top-ranked women
finished an undefeated regular
season for the third time in
school history with a 20-point
road win, 70-50, over Chicago
Feb. 16. A 13-0 second-half
Bears run doomed the Maroons as WU established a
20-point lead with nearly five
minutes remaining. Junior
Laura Crowley scored a teamhigh 15 points while establishing a school-record 71 threepointers.

Top-ranked men eke
out overtime victory
Junior Matt Tabash hit a layup
with 2.6 seconds left in overtime as the Bears defeated host
University of Chicago, 64-62,
Feb. 16. Washington U. became
the second team in University
Athletic Association history to
go undefeated in league play
and stretched its school-record
winning streak to 20 games. The
Bears also set a single-season
record with 24 wins. With the
score tied at 62 in overtime,
Chicago's Derek Reich missed
two free throws and WU's Chris
Jeffries pulled down the
rebound to set up Tabash's
heroics. Barry Bryant and
Jeffries each scored 15 points.

Primates
■ from Page 1
Sussman is a consultant to the
AAAS Program of Dialogue on
Science, Ethics and Religion,
which has been conducting these
conferences and symposia over
the past three years.
Sussman's research includes a
long-term study of the demography, ecology and social organization of the ring-tailed lemur at
the Beza Mahafaly Reserve, which
he co-founded, in southwest
Madagascar.
In addition to studying the
literature, Sussman wanted to
observe primates' interactions
firsthand. Last summer in
Madagascar, Sussman, a Malagasy
student and two Japanese
researchers each studied one
lemur from sunup to sundown.
"We had four different people
looking at four different animals
all day to see how many social
interactions and fights the
animals got into throughout the
day," Sussman said. "Again it fit
exactly what we had found in the
literature: Less than 10 percent of
all the animals were involved in
social behavior; there was almost
no aggression amongst them; and
one animal spent the whole day
with no social interaction at all.
"The two Japanese researchers
had been at the site studying
these animals for 14 months,"
Sussman added. "They were
amazed after observing just one
throughout a day. They said they
couldn't believe it, when they
looked at one animal, how little it
interacted. They hadn't put it in
that context before."
Sussman said the daylong
observation demonstrates the
importance of putting the
interactions into context. Of the
aggressive interactions among the
four animals being observed, all
were considered to be events,
which are instantaneous happenings, as opposed to bouts, which
are measured in time.

Other sports updates
The men's and women's
indoor track and field teams
each took third place at the
DePauw/SCAC Indoor
Invitational in Greencastle, Ind.
Feb. 16. The Bears had five
first-place finishes and broke
six meet records. Junior
Elizabeth Stoll set the school
record, track record and meet
record in the high jump with a
top mark of 5 feet, 6 inches.
The women's tennis team
improved to 4-0 on the year
with a pair of wins last
weekend at Luther College. WU
knocked off Luther, 7-2, before
rolling past Division I Wisconsin-Green Bay, 8-1.
The men's tennis team
made it 2-0 on the year with a
season-opening 7-0 win at
Principia College Feb. 23.
The baseball team opened
the season strong with a
doubleheader sweep of Webster Feb. 23, winning the first
game, 13-1, and rolling in the
nightcap, 11-4.
And the most frequent
agonistic interaction was when
two animals got to the same place
at the same time.
"They only had one of two
alternatives," Sussman said. "They
could either greet one another or
have a short spat just because
they had to do something. It was
almost by happenstance: Well,
what do I do now?' So rather than
greeting, which would be putting
their noses together or something
like that, they might have a short
spat and that was basically all of
the aggressive interaction.
"Essentially what I am saying
is people haven't studied the
context of aggression and social
behavior and affiliation to see
how they all relate and actually
organize the animal's life. That is
something we want to do,"
Sussman said.
"Aggression may be just sort of
a byproduct of being social, not
the driving factor of how we
organize our social life," Sussman
added. "And altruism and
affiliation may be much more
important as an organizing factor
in primate social interactions.
This kind of research may help us
understand the altruistic behavior
we observed by strangers after
Sept. 11."

Social Work
— from Page 1
Hall March 26.
As National Association of
Social Work Executive Director
Josephine Nieves said in 1998,
social work has "100 years of solid
accomplishment helping individuals, families and communities, and
working for systemic changes to
achieve social, political and
economic justice." Today, social
workers are employed in a wide
variety of settings, from mental
health centers and hospitals to
corporate employee services and
policy analysis offices.
The profession of social work

Max Ernst's visionary landscape The Eye of Silence (1943-44) conjures both a haunted, war-ravaged
Europe and a fantastical, primeval American West. Works by Ernst are part of the exhibition H.W.
Janson and the Legacy of Modern Art at Washington University in St. Louis, which runs March 12-April 6
at the Salander-O'Reilly Galleries in New York.

Janson
■ from Page 1
modern art for the University,"
Eckmann said. "Having arrived in
the U.S. in 1935 as an exile from
Hitler's Germany, he rejected the
National Socialists' nationalistic
interpretation and propagation of
German art and was committed
to cosmopolitanism."
Mark S. Weil, Ph.D., the
E. Desmond Lee Professor for
Collaboration in the Arts and
director of the Gallery of Art,
said, "Janson's acquisitions, as
well as the presence of subsequent, nationally known
directors, stimulated a new
generation of civic leaders to
donate important works by
major contemporary artists."
The result, Weil added, are
particularly strong cubist,
constructivist and surrealist
holdings, as well as a substantial
representation of early and mid20th-century American artists.
Born in 1913 in St. Petersburg, Russia, Janson was raised
in Hamburg, Germany, where
his family settled after fleeing the
October Revolution of 1917. He
began his university education
in Munich in 1932 but transferred the following year to
Hamburg University, studying
with Erwin Panofsky until the
influential professor's firing by
National Socialists. (Fellow
students included distinguished
art historians Lise Lotte Miiller,
William S. Heckscher and Lotte
Brand Philip.)
"Janson's perceptions of
modern art were clearly formed
against the backdrop of the antimodernist, racist and defamatory cultural politics of National
Socialist Germany," Eckmann
said. Though himself gentile,
Janson left Germany both out of
solidarity with his Jewish
teachers and to protest Nazi
policies, even going so far as to
has made a difference in countless
numbers of lives.
Every day, professionals in the
field, regardless of their specialization, work to promote the
values of social justice, selfdetermination and the worth of
every human being, while
embracing diversity.
Social work began in the
Charity Organized Societies
(COS) and the settlement house
movements in the late 19th
century. During this time, due to
increasing population, industrialization, urbanization and
immigration, there were an
increasing number of social
problems.
These movements focused on
understanding and curing poverty
and family disorganization,

change his name from Horst to
Peter, after "The Horst Wessel
Song" became an anthem of the
Third Reich.
He arrived at Washington
University as an assistant
professor of art history in 1941, a
time when public awareness of
the University collection was
almost nonexistent. Though
established in 1881, the collection
lacked on-campus facilities and
was held in storage at the City Art
Museum (CAM; now the Saint
Louis Art Museum). Janson only
discovered the collection, then
mostly 19th-century American
and European paintings and
applied arts, through a close
reading of CAM's wall labels.
Janson was named curator in
1944 and, granted a makeshift
gallery in Givens Hall, immediately began organizing shows,
often providing security by
working at a desk he'd brought
into the room. However, his
boldest stroke came in 1945,
when he guided the Art Collections Committee through the deaccessioning of 120 paintings and
more than 500 additional objects
— then almost a sixth of
total holdings.
The sale raised approximately
$40,000, with some $23,000
brought by Frederic Remington's
Dash For Timber — a price, Janson
later remembered, so high as to
meet with disapproval from Time
magazine.
Over the next year, Janson used
those monies to purchase some 40
modernist paintings, sculptures
and prints. Highlights — all in the
Salander-O'Reilly exhibition —
include Picasso's early collage
Glass and Bottle ofSuze (1912);
Gris' Still Life With Playing Cards
(1916); Braque's Still Life With
Glass (1930); and Beckmann's
Four Men Around a Table (194344), the last an allegorical
depiction of the artist and three
friends who've fled the Nazis for
Amsterdam. American modernists
are represented by the organic

Every day, professionals in
the (social work) field,
regardless of their
specialization, work to
promote the values of social
justice, self-determination
and the worth of every
human being, while
embracing diversity.
assisting the poor, helping
immigrants become established in
a new community, using scientific
principles to develop investigation
and treatment procedures, and
using friendly visitors to get to

surrealism of Calder's Bayonets
Menacing a Flower (1945).
"The scope of Janson's undertaking was unusual, considering
that the most progressive American museums had only begun
collecting modern work in the late
1920s and 1930s," Eckmann said.
"In light of the strong antimodernist trends then dominating
the American art world —
including university museums —
one could even call it bold."
Significantly, many of the
dealers with whom Janson worked
were themselves European exiles.
These include Paul Rosenberg —
whose apartment and gallery were
located in the same Manhattan
building now home to SalanderO'Reilly — Karl Nieiendorf, Julien
Levy, Pierre Matisse (son of
Henri) and especially Curt
Valentin.
Janson left campus in 1948 but
subsequent curators like Frederick
Hartt and William N. Eisendrath
Jr. continued to work with local
collectors — including Joseph
Pulitzer Jr., Morton D. May, Etta
Steinberg, Sidney M. Shoenberg
and Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. Weil
— to round out Janson's early
modern, cubist and expressionist
projects.
Highlights from this period
include Matisse's Still Life With
Oranges (1899); Lipchitz's Pierrot
With Clarinet (1919); and Picasso's
Women of Algiers, Variation 'N'
(1955). Meanwhile, Hardey's The
Iron Cross (1915) and Davis' Max
No. 2 (1949) strengthened holdings
in early American modernism,
while newer movements were
represented by Pollock's Sleeping
Effort (1953) and de Kooning's
Saturday Night (1956).
H.W. Janson runs March 12April 6. Salander-O'Reilly is
located at 20 E. 79th St. Hours are
9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday
through Saturday.
For more information, call
(212) 879-6606 or visit newsinfo.wustl.edu/news/nrindex00/
janson2.html.
know families and help them solve
their problems.
Some of the benefits Americans enjoy today resulted from
efforts of early social workers like
Jane Addams, Mary Richmond,
Dorothea Dix and Mary McLeod
Bethune. Unemployment
insurance, workers' compensation, Social Security, Medicare
and Medicaid all came about as a
result of efforts by pioneers in
social work.
Another accomplishment of
the profession is the humane
treatment of people with mental
illness and developmental
disabilities.
For more information about
the Social Work Month activities,
call Estelle Rochman, director of
field education, at 935-4909.
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Notables
Of note
Aaron DiAntonio, M.D., Ph.D.,
assistant professor of molecular
biology and pharmacology in
the School of Medicine, has
received a two-year, $40,000
grant from the Alfred P. Sloan
Foundation for research titled
"Genetic Analysis of Synaptic
Development."...
Gustav Akk, Ph.D., research
instructor in anesthesiology in
the School of Medicine, has
received a two-year, $40,000
grant from the Alcoholic
Beverage Medical Research
Foundation for research titled
"Alcohol Effects on Recombinant
GABAA."...
Shirley Porterfield, Ph.D.,
assistant professor in the George
Warren Brown School of Social
Work, has received a one-year,
$140,014 grant from the Department of Health and Human
Services for research on "Children With Disabilities: Implications for the Transition From
Welfare to Work."...'
Roger Phillips, Ph.D.,
professor of earth and planetary
sciences in Arts & Sciences and
director of the McDonnell Center
for the Space Sciences, has
received a two-year, $50,000
grant from NASA for research
titled "Participation in the Data
Analysis and Science Activities
of the Mars Orbiting Laser
Altimeter (MOLA) and the
Mars Global Surveyor (MGS)
Mission." ....
Richard Loomis, Ph.D.,
assistant professor of chemistry
in Arts & Sciences, has received a
five-year, $625,000 grant from the
David and Lucile Packard
Foundation for research titled
"Investigating and Controlling
Radical/Molecule Reactions
Using Time-Resolved Laser." ...
Sonia N. Alam, M.D., research
associate in ophthalmology and
visual sciences in the School of
Medicine, has received a oneyear, $14,000 grant from Prevent
Blindness America for research
titled "Identification of Proteins
Interacting with Retinal
Cryptochrome."...

Richard J. Battafarano, M.D.,
Ph.D., assistant professor of
surgery in the School of Medicine, has received a two-year,
$110,000 grant from the American Association for Thoracic
Surgery for research titled "Cell
Cycle Mutation in Esophageal
Cancer."...
Daniel B. Brown, M.D.,
assistant professor of radiology in
the School of Medicine, has
received a one-year, $25,000
grant from the RSNA Research
and Education Foundation for
research titled "Endovascular
Isolated Lung Perfusion Using
High-Dose Cisplotin: Uptake and
DNA Adduct Formation in an
Animal Model." ...
Christine O. Menias, M.D.,
instructor in radiology in the
School of Medicine, has received
a one-year, $25,000 grant from
the RSNA Research and Education Foundation for research
titled "Correlation of Magnetization Transfer Contrast and GdDTPA First Pass MRI in the
Heart." ...
Carrie B. Brachmann, M.D.,
postdoctoral fellow in molecular
biology and pharmacology in the
School of Medicine, has received
a three-year, $500,000 grant from
the Burroughs Wellcome Fund
for the Career Award in the
Biomedical Sciences....
Joel S. Perlmutter, M.D.,
professor of neurology and
neurological surgery in the
School of Medicine, has
received a one-year, $50,000
grant from the Huntington's
Disease Society of America
(HDSA) to establish an HDSA
Center of Excellence. ...
Anthony J. Muslin, M.D.,
professor of neurology and
neurological surgery in the
School of Medicine, has received
a five-year, $75,000 grant from
the Burroughs Wellcome Fund
for the Clinical Scientist Award in
Translational Research. ...
Michaela L. Bajenaru, Ph.D.,
postdoctoral fellow in neurology
in the School of Medicine, has
received a two-year, $82,192
grant from the National Eye
Institute for research titled
"Conditional Knock Out Mouse
Model for Neurofibromatosis."

Huck prints featured nationwide
The Whitney Museum of
American Art in New York has
acquired a suite of prints by Tom
Huck, lecturer in the School of
Art, titled "Two Weeks in August:
14 Rural Absurdities."
Huck also recently completed
a commission for the print
society of the Nelson Atkins
Museum of Art in Kansas City,
Mo., and was the subject of solo
exhibitions at the Arena Gallery
in Chicago; Slufest Gallery in
Austin, Texas; and the Sheldon
Art Galleries in St. Louis.
He is currently working on a

set of prints for Big Cat Press in
Chicago.
Huck will be in residency
March 4-8 at the Milwaukee
Museum of Art. The residency
comes in conjunction with the
exhibition "Landfall Press: Recent
Prints," documenting the wellknown Chicago print shop,
which has produced three
editions by Huck since 1999, two
of which are featured in the
Milwaukee show.
Huck also served as an artistin-residence at the University of
Texas at Austin recently.

ScrumptiOUS Sigma Sandwiches (From left) Sophomores Samantha Herman and Sarah
Polenska and freshman Adam Harris make peanut butter and jelly sandwiches at "Sigma Sandwiches" Feb. 22 in Holmes Lounge in Ridgley Hall. Also making sandwiches are (from right) Jessica
Cole and John Reeves, members of Lambda Sigma, the University's new sophomore honorary,
which sponsored the event. Faculty, staff and students were encouraged to stop by and make
sandwiches, which were donated to Kids Cafe, a program run by the St. Louis Food Bank. Bon
Appetit donated supplies for the event.

Campus Authors
Steven Meyer, Ph.D., associate professor of English in Arts & Sciences

Irresistible Dictation: Gertrude Stein and the
Correiations of Writing and Science
(Stanford University Press, Stanford, Calif, 2001)
Literary giant Gertrude Stein
and modern science are
generally thought of as two
separate entities.
But Steven Meyer, associate
professor of English in Arts 8c
Sciences, has written a book that
shows the two are undeniably
intertwined. So much so, in fact,
that scientific practice and
theory profoundly influenced
much of Stein's literary work.
Long before she became
recognized as a literary icon,
Stein spent 10 years conducting
research in both the United
States' leading psychological
laboratory (housed in Harvard
College) and the leading medical
school (Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore).
Meyer's book gives readers a
glimpse at Stein's science
background and shows how her
scientific experiences laid the
groundwork for her literary
career.
"The argument in a nutshell
is that Stein's extraordinary selfconsciousness and attention to
what is going on when she
herself writes is an area of
investigation that is for all kinds
of reasons generally ignored,"
Meyer said. "This physiological
context challenges certain
assumptions that dominate
contemporary linguistics and
literary theory, and I tried to

had done any interesting work on
her experiments on neuroanatomy when she was at Johns
Hopkins as a medical student,"
Meyer said. "So I wondered if it
was a coincidence that she
seemed to be thinking along lines
that remain very suggestive for
what these contemporary
philosophers and scientists are
thinking about, or was it
something with her research and
how that maybe played itself out
in her writing, which no one has
been able to get a particularly
good handle on?"
Five more years of research,
background reading and
extensive writing convinced
Meyer that Stein's literary
masterpieces were profoundly
influenced by her scientific
studies at both Harvard and
Johns Hopkins.
And now that he has had
more time to think about it,
Meyer has come up with a onesentence description of the book
that he says should have been
included in the jacket notes.
"Irresistible Dictation
establishes the interdisciplinary
contours of Stein's writing
(philosophical, psychological,
neurophysiological, literary)."
Meyer's book is available at the
Campus Bookstore.

argue she ends up offering
extremely interesting insights
into the way the body's neurophysiology functions in writing.
"And in fact, her experimental
writing really did involve
experimentation, drawing on
William James and certain
literary figures as well as her early
scientific investigations."
Meyer first became interested
in Stein while pursuing a
doctorate at Yale University,
which houses the Stein archive,
including all
of her
manuscripts
and
thousands
of letters.
His dissertation focused
on Stein's
relationship
to Ralph
Waldo
Emerson and William James, but
as Meyer says, "those were pretty
obvious, not too much of a leap."
A few years later, Meyer was
reading several popular texts on
contemporary science and
noticed that in two different
books about consciousness he
kept making notes to himself
about the relevance of Stein's
writing to what was being
discussed in the books.
"It occurred to me that no one

— Andy Clendennen

Campus Watch
The following incidents were reported to University Police Feb. 19-25. Readers with information that could assist in investigating these incidents
are urged to call 935-5555. This information is provided as a public service to promote safety awareness and is available on the University Police
Websiteatpolice.wustl.edu.

Feb. 20

Building cultural awareness Freshman Deepti
Ramakrishnan (right) applies mendhi tattoos to classmate Beth
Leonhardt during the Multicultural Fair Feb. 19 in Mallinckrodt
Student Center. The event, part of Campus Y's weeklong "Cultural Celebration," focused on the arts of different cultures and
featured tarot card readings, origami and tattoos.

1:19 p.m. — Police responded to
a suspicious-person report at
Mallinckrodt Student Center. The
suspect, not affiliated with the
University, was arrested for
receiving stolen property, taken to
the station, booked and transported to St. Louis County Intake.

Feb. 21
4:16 p.m. — A student left his
backpack outside the weight

room in the Athletic Complex,
and an unknown person took a
cell phone, cash and a PalmPilot
from the backpack. The theft
occurred between 3:30-4 p.m.
Total loss is valued at $130.

Feb. 22
2:24 p.m. — A person reported
that an unknown person took a
Sony digital camera from
Compton Hall, Room 264. Total
loss is valued at $800.

Feb. 24
2:36 p.m. —A student reported
that an unknown person took
his laptop computer during a
party at the Phi Delta Theta
fraternity house between 11 p.m.
Feb. 23-12:30 a.m. Feb. 24. Total
loss is valued at $1,800.
Additionally, University Police
responded to two reports of theft,
and one report each ofproperty
damage and auto accident.
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Washington People
Behind the desk of
Ralph J. Damiano Jr.,
M.D., hangs one of his
personal mottos:
Leadership is action,
not position.
Clearly, it's a successful
formula. Now chief of cardiac
surgery and the John
Schoenberg Professor of
Surgery in the School of
Medicine, Damiano has helped
pioneer many innovations in
heart preservation and treatment and was the first American to use robotic techniques
during heart surgery.
According to Jennifer S.
Lawton, M.D., a former research
fellow of Damiano's and now an
assistant professor of surgery,
his motivation and perseverance
are contagious.
"Dr. Damiano has limitless
energy and ideas," Lawton said.
"He is an excellent administrative leader and a generous
mentor, always putting his
students' aspirations and goals
above his own.
"As residents, we used to say
that if you could attach yourself
to his coattails, only good things
would happen."
Though they share the same

Ralph J. Damiano Jr., M.D., discusses robotic instrument placement in the lab with Sunil M. Prasad,
M.D., Damiano's postdoctoral surgery fellow, before the actual heart surgery in the operating room.

Merging clinical care, research & education
Ralph J.
Damiano sits at
the forefront of
innovative
heart surgery

BY GILA

Z. RECKESS

Ralph J. Damiano Jr., M.D.
University position: Chief of cardiac
surgery and the John Schoenberg
Professor of Surgery
Born: White Plains, N.Y.
Family: Wife, Diane L. Damiano,
Ph.D., associate professor of
neurological surgery; son, Nicholas
(18); daughters, Cara (16),
Devon (14)
Hobbies: Running, skiing, tennis

name, Damiano and his father
had ironically different career
interests. A multitalented entertainer by profession, the senior
Damiano used to ask his son,
"Ralph, why are you working so
hard? Do you really like medicine
that much?" The answer was
always the same: Yes.
"To be successful in life, you
have to be passionate about what
you're doing," said Damiano, who
learned this lesson in part by
watching his father build a
livelihood from his talents. "I've
been blessed with a career that I
find just as exciting today as I did
when I started."
This lesson — that life is too
short to waste on something you
don't truly enjoy — is a message
he now passes on to his medical
students and interns.
According to Sunil M. Prasad,
M.D., Damiano's postdoctoral
surgery fellow, "Damiano is the
best mentor I could possibly
imagine. He's far-sighted and very
driven, and somehow he's able to
put together being a great surgeon
and an innovative researcher
while still finding time for his
family."
Making time for all of life's
important components is what
Damiano believes is the secret
behind his success at work and at
home. Though he doesn't have
time for rowing and volleyball
and the other assorted sports he
played in college, he, his wife —
Diane L. Damiano, Ph.D.,
associate professor of neurological
surgery — and their three
children still play tennis, ski and
travel together whenever possible.
Finding the route toward a
satisfying career was not difficult
for Damiano. Not only did he
always enjoy learning about the
world through science, but also he
was naturally good at it.
As a muscular intercollegiate
athlete and biology major,
Damiano was asked to be a
patient-sitter in his first year at
Dartmouth College. In place of
the fabric straps now used to
restrain potentially violent
patients, Damiano would sit
during the night with patients
whose diseases or medications
made them a physical threat. This
first exposure to the medical field
immediately sparked his interest
in clinical care.
"I really felt like I was making a
difference by spending time with

these patients," Damiano said.
"My innate interest in biology,
coupled with how much I enjoyed
the contact with patients and
nursing staff, convinced me that I
wanted to go into medicine."
At Duke Medical School,
Damiano discovered another
natural talent — surgery. On the
third day of his surgery rotation, a
resident informed him that the
chairman of the department,
David C. Sabiston Jr., M.D.,
specifically requested a commitment from the young Damiano to
pursue a surgical specialty.
"Surgery matched my personality perfectly," Damiano explained. "I love doing things with
my hands, and the instant results

To perform a heart bypass,
•surgeons replace a clogged or
diseased artery with a healthy
blood vessel from another part of
the body. The most dangerous
aspect of this procedure is the
temporary cessation of the heart
required to perform this delicate
surgery. This requires using a
heart-lung machine to support
the patients' circulation while the
heart is stopped.
Damiano's team first began
using methods to perform
surgery on a beating heart: He
stopped the motion of a small
section of heart tissue by
suctioning it between two
prongs, allowing the remainder
of the heart to function normally.

"We are indeed fortunate to have Dr. Damiano as
the chief of our cardiac surgical service. He is
exuberant, inquisitive and very innovative, which
helps make our division an exciting place to work."
JOEL

D. COOPER

in surgery are fantastic. You really
can make a difference in a lot of
people's lives."
After blossoming under
Sabiston's tutelage, Damiano
worked with James Cox, M.D.,
then chief resident in cardiac
surgery at Duke. Cox kindled
Damiano's interest in the surgical
treatment of heart disease and
also introduced him to the
gratification of surgical science —
asking research questions in the
laboratory and then applying
them in the operating room.
Cox's innovative spirit inspired
Damiano's future career. At the
Medical College of Virginia,
Damiano began researching ways
to protect the heart. New substances developed in his laboratory now extend the amount of
time the heart can be preserved
and also improve surgeons' ability
to safely stop the heart during
surgery.
After seven years in Virginia,
Damiano was recruited to
Pennsylvania State University as
chief of cardiothoracic surgery.
There, his interest in protecting
the heart during surgery took an
interesting turn. Beyond continuing to develop preservation
solutions, Damiano also began
devising ways to make cardiac
surgery less invasive.

The second hurdle for making
heart surgery less invasive is
eliminating the 12- to 18-inch
incision in the chest, which is one
of the main sources of postoperative pain. Surgeons in other fields
use small endoscopic tools to
perform surgery through pencilsized holes in the skin. But these
devices are more than three times
as long as traditional instruments
and present several challenges to
heart surgeons.
"Imagine trying to sign your
name with a 12- to 18-inch pen,"
Damiano explained. "You can do
it, but your handwriting would
probably be illegible." Moreover,
endoscopic instruments are
inserted through the chest wall,
which is a fixed pivot point. As
you move your hand to the right,
the instrument tip deflects in the
opposite direction. This fulcrum
effect is counterintuitive and
disorienting.
With so many obstacles, he
quickly realized that endoscopic
tools were not feasible for cutting
and suturing vessels the size of
spaghetti. That's where robots
come in.
When performing robotically
assisted heart surgery, the
surgeon sits near the patient at a
computer console, which consists
of a video monitor, a computer

control system and two instrument
handles. The two handles allow the
surgeon to perform the same
movements he does during
traditional heart surgery.
However, these movements are
relayed mechanically to a computer, which rescales the motions,
filters out hand tremors and relays
the digitally perfected movements
to two robotic arms on the
operating table, each of which
holds specialized endoscopic
instruments. Simple voice commands control a robotic arm that
holds a video camera, also inserted
endoscopically.
Damiano used the Zeus Robotic
Surgical System, produced by
Computer Motion Inc. of Goleta,
Calif., to perform the first
robotically assisted bypass graft in
the United States in December
1998. Shortly thereafter, in April
2000, Damiano joined the School
of Medicine, where he continues to
pioneer the use of robotics and
researches ways to improve the
technology, in association with the
Department of Biomedical
Engineering in the School of
Engineering and Applied Science.
"We are indeed fortunate to
have Dr. Damiano as the chief of
our cardiac surgical service," said
Joel D. Cooper, M.D., the Evarts A.
Graham Professor of Surgery and
Head of the Division of
Cardiothoracic Surgery. "He is
exuberant, inquisitive and very
innovative, which helps make our
division an exciting place to work."
Besides decreasing pain and
recovery time for heart surgery
patients, robots may someday
allow aspiring surgeons to simulate
real, robotically assisted surgery
rather than relying on the traditional trial and error method.
"We have three basic missions
at Washington University: clinical
care, research and education,"
Damiano said. "Robotics merges
all of those together, which is very
gratifying."
According to Damiano, the
opportunity to synthesize these
three goals is made possible by the
unique combination of clinical,
academic and basic science
excellence at the University.
"The School of Medicine is a
rare place that allows its faculty to
combine a vibrant clinical practice
with a world-class research
environment," he said. "That
combination is critical for me
because, while I really enjoy
research, the most rewarding
aspect of my job is that I can use
my research to directly improve
people's lives as a surgeon."

